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selves understood by demonstrations were very numerous.
For these said that they forced their women, beat the men,
and harassed them unreasonably; yet (excusing themselves)
for this they had not injured them; but another chief (for
there were many very powerful in the island) had come,
and finding the bearded men housed, lest they should get
possession of the island, had killed them all; yet that he,
the Cacique, seeing the house burn, had run to defend them.
" But my forces/' he said, " were not sufficient. I was
even wounded, as you see/' and he shewed his leg bound
up with cotton bandages. Still all these relations were
fulse, as the almirante afterwards heard; wherefore making
him unbind his leg, it was found quite unhurt and not
wounded. And it was afterwards discovered that Quacana-
rillo himself had been the cause of the fire and of the death
of the Spaniards, because they ill-treated the Indians both
in deeds and words; demanding gold of them, violating
their women, and committing other dishonest actions. Many
advised Columbus to punish him for this insolence; but he
apprehending some greater evil, since he did not yet know
what might be their real amount of power, decided on re-
straining himself, and reserving punishment for some better
opportunity. Establishing himself then for a second time
on shore, he, together with his people, began to erect a city,
which they baptized Isabella) by name, as a memorial of the
queen; he built a fortress at the mines of Cibao, the spot
whence the riches were obtained; and having rendered it
very strong and equal to defend itself against the Indians,
he left his brother Bartholomew there, governor of the island.
Columbus then sailed away, with three of the caravels,
to discover new countries. He found Cuba on the south
side, and Jamaica, with other islands. He landed at various
places, and was well received by those new people. Re-
turning to the Isla Spaniola he found a convenient port,
and called it San Nicolas. The " Almirante" adopted this